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An Amtrak train making the first run along a faster new route Monday hurtled off an overpass near Tacoma, Washington, killing several 
people and injuring scores more, authorities said. Elaine Thompson, Associated Press 


Several dead, over 100 
injured as Amtrak train 
hurtles over rail bridge 


Rachel La Corte, Gillian Flaccus and Michael Sisak 


Associated Press 


An Amtrak train making the first run along a faster new 


route hurtled off an overpass south of Seattle on Monday and 
spilled some of its cars onto the highway below, killing at 
least three people, injuring more than 100 and crushing two 
vehicles, authorities said. 

Seventy-seven passengers and seven crew members were 
aboard when the train derailed, pulling 13 cars off the tracks. 
Authorities said there were three confirmed deaths and 
more than a dozen people with critical or serious injuries. 

A U.S. official who was briefed on the investigation said 
earlier at least six people were killed. The difference in the 
numbers could not immediately be reconciled. The official 
was not authorized to discuss the investigation publicly and 
spoke to the Associated Press on the condition of anonymity. 

A website that maps location and speed using data from 
Amtrak’s train tracker app shows the train was going 81.1 
mph about a quarter-mile from the point where it derailed, 
where the speed limit is significantly lower. It wasn’t clear 
how fast the train was moving when it derailed. 

A track chart prepared by the Washington State Depart- 


Seventy-seven passengers and seven crew members were 
aboard when the train, moving at more than 80 mph shortly 
before, derailed, Amtrak said. Bettina Hansen, Seattle Times 


ment of Transportation shows the maximum speed drops 
from 79 mph to 30 mph for passenger trains just before the 
tracks curve to cross Interstate 5, which is where the train 
went off the tracks. 

Amtrak’s president said positive train control — the tech- 
nology that can slow or stop a speeding train — wasn’t in use 
on the stretch of track where the derailment occurred. 

Richard Anderson told reporters by conference call he was 
“deeply saddened by all that has happened today.” 

In a radio transmission immediately after the accident, 
SEE TRAIN, 5 


HOBOKEN 


‘Sloppy’ SantaCon has some saying: Bar, humbug! 


Steve Strunsky For The Star-Ledger 


The Christmastime pub crawl known as 
SantaCon is a necessary evil for establish- 
ments to survive in Hoboken’s fiercely com- 
petitive bar scene, according to a veteran of 
the event, even when some in the crowds of 
mostly out-of-towners can be as hostile to 
barkeeps and servers as they are to the cops 
trying to keep a lid on things. 

“T call it blood money,” said Natalie Jan- 
ecek, manager of the Victor Hotel Bar & Grill 
on River Street, one of a dozen bars that 
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officially took part in Saturday’s unusually 
rowdy Yuletide bacchanal. 

The idea is that debauched, rude behavior 
is overlooked that day because bar receipts 
can add up to four times a normal Saturday’s 
take, and there is a chance that the newcom- 
ers drawn by the event’s novelty will become 
regulars or at least repeat customers. 

“It’s a really sloppy day and it doesn’t mat- 
ter what kind of security you have,” said Jan- 
ecek, who was not surprised that Hoboken 
police reported 17 arrests and 55 hospitaliza- 
tions linked to SantaCon on Saturday and 
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early Sunday morning. 

“We had somebody passed out in our 
handicapped bathroom,” said Janecek, 
who has worked in Hoboken’s bar scene for 
10 years. 

Others, however, are not as fatalistic. 

In response to reports of the weekend 
mayhem, Mayor-elect Ravi Bhalla said he 
will ask city lawyers to look into what legal 
recourse Hoboken has to end the increas- 
ingly rowdy SantaCon annual pub crawl, 
possibly on public safety grounds. 

SEE HOBOKEN, 6 


Sports, 23 Today, 17 TV Grid, 19 


World News, 4 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2017 


Judge 
rules out 


death 
penalty 


Under Eighth Amendment, 
alleged N.J. gang leader 
will not face execution 


Thomas Moriarty For The Star-Ledger 


A federal judge in Newark on Monday 
ruled an alleged city gang leader is ineligi- 
ble to face the death penalty, curtailing the 
second federal capital prosecution in the 
state’s history. 

In a comprehensive opinion filed Mon- 
day afternoon, U.S. District Judge Esther 
Salas said Farad Roland’s intellectual dis- 
ability made him ineligible for the death 
penalty under the Eighth Amendment — 
which prohibits “cruel and unusual pun- 
ishment” — and the Federal Death Penalty 
Act. 

The Justice Department in 2015 had 
authorized then-U.S. Attorney Paul Fish- 
man to seek the death penalty against 
Roland, 33, the alleged leader of a 
Bloods-affiliated drug-trafficking gang in 
Newark’s South Ward. 

Among other crimes, Roland faces 
charges of murder in aid of racketeering in 
connection with five killings in which he is 
alleged to have taken part as a member of 
the South Side Cartel. 

Investigators said the gang, based out 
of two apartment buildings known as the 
“twin towers,” controlled the drug trade on 
Hawthorne Avenue for much of the 2000s. 

Seeking to shield their client from the 
death penalty, the defense in Septem- 
ber filed a motion pursuant to a 2002 U.S. 
Supreme Court ruling, which held that exe- 
cuting those with intellectual disabilities 
violated their Eighth Amendment rights. 

In granting the motion, Salas said expert 
witness testimony and extensive evidence 
SEE ROLAND, 6 


Farad Roland, 33, is 
suspected of leading a 
Bloods-affiliated drug- 
trafficking gang in Newark’s 
South Ward. Essex County 
Correctional Facility 


IMMIGRATION 


Enforcement 
targets a wide 
swath of N.J. 


Arrests made in 14 counties 
and not just in urban areas 


Ted Sherman For The Star-Ledger 


In a series of New Jersey raids 
announced last week, U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement took into cus- 
tody 101 foreign nationals they said were 
in this country illegally — a sweep that 
stretched across much of the state. 

Experts say the targeted areas under- 
scored the wide landscape where immi- 
grants live in New Jersey. 

While most of those arrested were in 
Essex, Hudson, Camden and Middlesex 
counties, ICE said others were taken into 
custody in Atlantic, Bergen, Burlington, 
Cumberland, Mercer, Monmouth, Morris, 
Passaic, Somerset and Union counties. 

Lori Nessel, director of the Seton Hall 
University School of Law Center for Social 
Justice, said the largest numbers of immi- 
grants facing deportation are found in New 
Jersey’s largest cities. Still, she added, “it is 
notable that there are now immigrants fac- 
ing deportation in even the smallest towns 
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